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1
ELECTRIC HEATING DEVICE

The present invention is generally related to an electric
heating device comprising a radiant tube as well as a heating
element comprising heating wire.

U.S.Pat. No. 5,473,141 describes an example of an electric
heating device which comprises a radiant tube as well as an
element with many legs of heating wire running back and
forth in the tube. The element is supported in the radiant tube
by ceramic plates provided with bores through which the
element’s legs pass.

Another example of an electric heating device of this sort is
described in WO 2005/006812. Even in this case the electric
heating device comprises a radiant tube and an electrical
heating element with many legs running back and forth in the
tube and the element is supported in the tube by ceramic
plates provided with bores through which the element’s legs
pass.

A further example of an electric heating device is described
in U.S. Pat. No. 4,236,139. In this case the electric heating
device comprises a radiant tube as well as a spiral shaped
heating element which is supported in the tube by a core.

In this sort of electric heating device the electrical heating
elements are subject to large stresses, which can lead to ele-
ment failure after a period of use. Element failure can occur
due to the tensile and compressive forces which the element is
subject to because of the thermal expansion of the heating
wire. Another example of causes of element failure is ageing
and overloading in the form of power output and/or process
temperature.

During an element failure a wire break will occur. This wire
break is accompanied by an electrical arc between the surface
failure and the proximate heating wire, which in turn can lead
to melting of metal in the heating wire. The molten metal
which is generated falls down and welds firmly to the inner
surface of the radiant tube.

It can even occur that the electrical arc is formed between
the wire and/or the wire’s surface failure and the radiant
tube’s inner surface. This leads to the electrical arc melting
the heating wire and/or the inner surface of the radiant tube. In
the worst case the electrical arc can lead to burning through of
the radiant tube.

The risk for element failure means that electric heating
devices of this type are often utilised at a lower power than
what is actually possible. It is therefore a first object of the
present invention to make possible higher power output with
an electrical heating apparatus. A further object of the inven-
tion is to avoid unnecessary damage to the radiant tube due to
element failure, that is, to minimise the consequences.

SUMMARY

The above-noted objects are accomplished through an
electric heating device comprising a radiant tube, an electrical
heating element arranged in the radiant tube where the elec-
trical heating element comprises heating wire running in the
radiant tube, the heating element is connected to current
outlets at one end of the radiant tube and the heating element
is supported in the radiant tube with the help of a support. The
electric heating device further comprises a protective insert of
electrically conductive material which is arranged between
the radiant tube and the electrical heating element.

The primary purpose of the protective insert is to function
as protection for the radiant tube against molten metal in the
event of element failure. The insert also prevents the potential
formation of an electrical arc between the heating wire’s
surface failure and the radiant tube where the protective insert

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

is located since the electrical arc forms instead between the
heating wire’s surface failure and the protective insert. The
consequences of a potential element failure are in this way
reduced. Thus this allows use of the heating device at higher
power since the safety margin used by the prior art can be
reduced.

In the event of an element failure the element and protec-
tive insert can easily be removed from the radiant tube and
replaced. The damages and possible molten residues are car-
ried out by the protective insert.

According to one embodiment the protective insert even
functions as a current conductor and is therefore grounded,
preferably in connection to the radiant tube’s tube flange.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1a shows an electric heating device according to the
prior art where the heating element is removed from the
radiant tube.

FIG. 15 shows an electric heating device according to the
prior art.

FIG. 2 shows an electric heating device comprising a pro-
tective insert according to the invention.

FIGS. 3a and 35 show cross sections of an electric heating
device comprising a protective insert according to the inven-
tion.

FIG. 4 shows the electric heating device as in FIG. 2, but
with a helical shaped electrical heating element.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The invention will now be described in connection with the
figures.

FIGS. 1a and 15 show an electric heating device 1 accord-
ing to the prior art. In FIG. 1a the heating element is separated
from the radiant tube to clearly illustrate their conformation,
while FIG. 15 shows how the heating element is arranged in
the radiant tube during use. The electric heating device com-
prises a radiant tube 2 with a closed end 25 and an open end
2a. The radiant tube’s open end 24 is intended to be in prox-
imity of a furnace wall. An electrical heating element 3 is
arranged in the radiant tube 2 via the open end 2a. I the FIGS.
1a and 15 the electrical heating element 3 is composed of a
number of legs 4 of heating wire which passes back and forth
in the radiant tube 2 and are connected to each other via
sections 5 provided in the proximity of the closed end of the
radiant tube 2. The electrical heating element can also have
other forms. It can for example be a helical element which
surrounds a grooved or smooth ceramic core, either with good
conformity or where the ceramic is only located in the upper
part of the enclosed space of the helix, that is, helix on
ceramic bearing tube.

Current outlets 8 (only the first shown in the figures),
through which the electric element 3 is provided with electric
current, are arranged in the radiant tube’s open end 2a. The
heating element is suitably supported in the radiant tube 2
with help from ceramic discs 6 provided with bores in which
the element’s legs 4 pass. The heating element 3 can further
be supported in the radiant tube 2 with help from a central rod
7 which runs centrally in the radiant tube 2 and through the
central bores in the ceramic discs 6. The radiant tube further
comprises a tube flange 9 provided primarily to hold the
radiant tube 2 in place in the furnace, but often also provided
to constitute a seal between the furnace atmosphere and the
standard atmosphere/air outside the furnace. The flange is
often arranged against the furnace wall via a bolted joint and
can be grounded through that. In some cases the tube flange
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can be connected via a cable to the furnace wall, which is
itself grounded, and in that way the tube is grounded.

The heating device according to the present invention com-
prises a radiant tube as well as a heating element comprising
heating wire. A protective insert is arranged between the
radiant tube and the heating element such that, in the event of
an element failure, potential element residue and molten
metal fall down on the protective insert with the help of
gravity.

FIG. 2 shows a heating device according to an embodiment
of the invention. The heating device comprises an electrical
heating element with legs of heating wire 4 running back and
forth in a radiant tube 2. The electrical heating element is
connected to a current outlet (not shown) at the radiant tube’s
2 first end and the heating element is supported in the radiant
tube by a support, shown in the figure in the form of ceramic
discs 6 provided with bores through which the element’s legs
pass. The heating device in FIG. 2 also has a central rod 7. The
heating element according to this embodiment is intended for
horizontal mounting in a furnace. It should be noted that the
heating element can have another shape than that shown in the
figures since the invention is also suitable for other types of
heating elements comprising heating wire where a risk of
contact between heating wire and the radiant tube exists.

A protective insert 10 is arranged between the radiant tube
and the electrical heating element in such a way that it is
removable with regard to the radiant tube. The protective
insert 10 can also be removable with regard to the electrical
heating element. The protective insert 10 has a function of
collecting the remains of molten metal during a potential
element failure and is therefore placed inside the radiant tube
in such a way that molten metal from heating wire and/or the
radiant tube falls down on the protective insert 10 due to
gravity. The protective insert 10 also has the function of
collecting possible pieces of heating wire which have loos-
ened from the electrical heating element due to the element
failure.

In the event of an element failure the electrical heating
element can easily be released from the radiant tube and
replaced together with the protective insert. The protective
insert carries out the damage, such as pieces of the heating
wire that have loosened from the electrical heating element,
and possible molten residues. Even in the case of a possible
burning through the protective insert it will be easier to
remove the molten residues together with the protective
insert. Because of the thermal mass of the protective insert the
region which is subjected to surface welding will have a
reduced extension compared with previously known heating
elements without a protective insert. Further, it is easy to get
a grip on the protective insert which makes it possible to break
off or even draw out material which is welded to the radiant
tube.

The protective insert should have good heat conductivity,
that is, to be electrically conductive, to not affect the heat
transfer from the electrical heating element to the radiant
tube. It is also preferred to form the protective insert from a
material which has a high emissivity, such as at least 0.6.

One preferred embodiment is shown in FIG. 3. The figure
shows a cross section of the radiant tube 2 and the protective
insert 10. An electrical heating element (not shown) is pro-
vided inside the radiant tube in the same way as described
above. According to this embodiment the protective insert 10
can be configured in such a way so that when seen from a
cross section of the electric heating device’s axial length, that
is, the radiant tube’s 2 axial length, generally has the shape of
a circular arc with a central angle o of up to 45°, where the
midpoint M for the protective insert lies along the central axis
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for the radiant tube. The angle o should be made as small as
possible to hinder heat radiating from the electrical heating
element to the radiant tube as little as possible, although it
must be sufficiently large so that the protective insert can fulfil
its function. According to a preferred embodiment the pro-
tective insert is therefore formed in such a way that it consti-
tutes a circular arc with a central angle o of 20-40°, typically
about 30°.

In its simplest form the protective insert can be a plate. The
plate is suitably rounded such that it follows the curvature of
the inside of the radiant tube 11, such as illustrated in FIG. 3.
A suitable thickness of the plate can be 1-5 mm.

According to a preferred embodiment the protective insert
is arranged so that direct heat conduction occurs between the
protective insert and the radiant tube. A gap between the
protective insert and the radiant tube means that a radiation
step occurs between the protective insert and the radiant tube
which results in an unnecessary temperature increase in the
heating element. By minimising the distance between the
protective insert and the radiant tube in such a way that direct
heat transfer occurs the working temperature of the heating
element can therefore be lower, which then leads to a reduced
risk for element failure. Direct heat transfer can be accom-
plished when the protective insert is in close contact with the
inside of the radiant tube, preferably generally along the
entire length of the protective insert in the radiant tube.

According to a further preferred embodiment the protec-
tive insert further functions as current conductor in the event
of element failure. To achieve this, the protective insert is
grounded, suitably in connection to the tube flange of the
radiant tube. This can be achieved either through the protec-
tive insert being in close contact with the tube flange and/or
radiant tube, or alternatively through a separate connection
between the protective insert and the furnace wall, which is
itself grounded. The dimensions of the protective insert are
such that melting through of the protective insert does not
occur before the heating element’s fuse blows.

The heating element according to the invention therefore
allows use of a higher power since a potential element failure
will not cause such devastating consequences. In this way
lower safety margins can be utilised in the choice of power
outlet and the productivity in systems which use the heating
device is therefore improved. The invention further makes it
easier to change the electrical heating element and there is a
possibility to save the radiant tube when changing an element.
Hence, this extends the useful life of the heating device while
at the same time it can be used at higher temperatures.

The protective insert can suitably be made from a ferric
iron-based alloy comprising chromium and aluminium, such
as an iron-based alloy comprising up to 0.1 weight % C, up to
0.8 weight % Si, up to 0.5 weight % Mn, 20-25 weight % Cr,
4-7 weight % Al and possibly up to 5 weight % of additives to
increase the mechanical resistance. Examples of such alloys
are known by the trade names Kanthal A-1, Kanthal AF och
Kanthal APM. These sorts of iron-chromium-aluminium
alloys are preferred since they have good oxidation resistance
and suitable melting points. The above-mentioned materials
also have high emissivity.

It is also contemplated to provide the protective insert in
other types of material such as nickel-chrome-based alloys or
of ceramic materials with good conductivity and an emissiv-
ity of preferably at least 0.6. An example of a suitable ceramic
material is silicon carbide.

The invention is not limited to the above-mentioned
embodiments but can vary within the parameters of an elec-
tric heating device comprising a radiant tube and an electrical
heating element arranged in the radiant tube, wherein the
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electrical heating element consists of heating wire, the heat-
ing element is connected to current outlets at one end of the
radiant tube and the heating element is supported in the radi-
ant tube with the help of a support, the device comprising a
protective insert of electrically conductive material, where
the protective insert is arranged between the radiant tube and
the electrical heating element. For example the protective
insert can be comprised of a perforated plate wherein transfer
of heat in the form of radiation to the radiant tube increases.
Further the heating element can have other forms than those
described above, for example to be helical shaped. The inven-
tion is applicable in all types of heating devices where the
current carrier and/or the heating element could come in
contact with the radiant tube. For example the electrical heat-
ing element can have more or fewer legs and the support can
be provided in a different way. It is also possible that the
electrical heating element is meandering wherein the heating
elements legs are arranged transversely to, for example,
ceramic discs which function as supports. Furthermore, it is
possible to have a plurality of electrical heating elements
arranged in the radiant tube, for example in the way described
in WO 2005/006812.

An electric heating device for horizontal mounting in a
furnace has been described above. However it is also contem-
plated to use the invention also for electrical heating elements
which are intended to be mounted vertically in a furnace.
Obviously, even in this case the protective insert is placed in
the radiant tube so that, in the event of element failure, the
potential pieces of heating wire and molten metal fall with the
help of gravity down on the protective insert. In this way a
spark-over between the heating wire and radiant tube is cap-
tured, and the risk for fusing or burning through is reduced.
The protective insert in this case is preferably formed in such
a way so that it even covers 360° of the radiant tube’s inner
circumference, that is, the protective insert is in the form of a
tube inside the radiant tube. In this case the tube’s inside will
also function as a vertical splash guard for molten metal.

The invention claimed is:

1. An electric heating device comprising a radiant tube and
an electrical heating element arranged in the radiant tube,

wherein the electrical heating element consists of heating

wire, the heating element is connected to current outlets
at one end of the radiant tube and the heating element is
supported internally in the radiant tube with a plurality
of supports spaced along an axial length of the heating
element,

wherein the heating device comprises a protective insert of

electrically conductive material, where the protective
insert is arranged between the radiant tube and the elec-
trical heating element and arranged in direct contact
with an inner surface of the radiant tube and spaced from
the heating element’s heating wire,

wherein the protective insert is removably arranged in the

heating device such that molten metal or pieces of heat-
ing wire fall down on the protective insert with help of
gravity in the event of element failure,
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wherein the protective insert is in line-of-sight communi-
cation with at least a portion of the heating wire,

wherein the protective insert is arranged along the entire
axial length of the heating element through the radiant
tube, and

wherein the protective insert is a rounded plate with an

outer surface which has a curvature generally corre-
sponding to the curvature of the inner surface of the
radiant tube.

2. The electric heating device according to claim 1 wherein
the protective insert is removably arranged with regard to the
radiant tube.

3. The electric heating device according to claim 1 wherein
the protective insert is removably arranged with regard to the
electrical heating element.

4. The electric heating device according to claim 1 wherein
the protective insert is grounded adjacent to one end of the
radiant tube.

5. The electric heating device according to claim 1 wherein
the protective insert is a perforated plate.

6. The electric heating device according to claim 1 wherein
the protective insert is arranged such that it, when viewed in
cross section along the axial length of the heating element,
generally has an extension in the form of a circular arc with a
central angle o of up to 45° and where the midpoint M for the
circular arc coincides with the centre axis of the radiant tube.

7. The electric heating device according to claim 6 wherein
the central angle o is 20-40°.

8. The electric heating device according to claim 1 wherein
the protective insert is arranged such that direct heat transfer
occurs between the protective insert and the radiant tube.

9. The electric heating device according to claim 1 wherein
the protective insert is made of an oxidation resistant ferric
iron-based alloy comprising chromium and aluminum.

10. The electric heating device according to claim 1
wherein the protective insert is made of ceramic material.

11. The electric heating device according to claim 1
wherein the electrical heating element has legs of heating
wire running back and forth in the radiant tube.

12. The electric heating device according to claim 11
wherein the plurality of supports comprise at least one
ceramic disc provided with bores through which the legs of
the element pass.

13. The electric heating device according to claim 1
wherein the electrical heating element is helical shaped.

14. The electric heating device according to claim 1
wherein the heating device is adapted for horizontal mounting
in a furnace.

15. The electric heating device according to claim 1
wherein the heating element is adapted for vertical mounting
in a furnace.

16. The electric heating device according to claim 15
wherein the protective insert covers 360° of the inner circum-
ference of the radiant tube.
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